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SOUTH  KESTEVBH  RURAL  DISTRICT  CODNCIL 

Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

41,  North  Street, 
BOURNE,  Lines g 


February,  19670 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
S out b  Kesteven  Plural  District  Council 

Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  231 h  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Building  Inspector 
during  the  year  19660 


1.  STATISTICS 


Total  number  of  inspections 

carried  out  00  00  00  0o 

5,669 

Number  of  sanitary 

VJ  0  S  C  Omp  l©*fc  ©  cl  (j  o  (^0  ©  ©  o©  oo 

68 

Number  of  letters  j 

and  notices  despatched* 0  00  o» 

3,193 

2„  DETAILS  OF  VISITS 

Water  Supplies 

61 

Food  Hygiene 

13 

Water  Samples 

34 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

6 

Drainage 

556 

Restaurants  and  Gaf&s 

4 

Drain  Tests 

230 

Bakehouses 

3 

Watercourses 

13 

Fried  Fish  Chop 

1 

Public  Conveniences 

16 

Grocers1  Shops 

2 

Piggeries 

6 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

2 

Rats  and  Mice 

2 

B  ut cher  s 1  S  hop  s 

3 

P0H«,A9  Nuisances 

187 

Butcher* e  Van 

1 

Refuse  Disposal 

8 

S la  ughterho  use  s 

326 

Moveable  Dwellings 

68 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

15 

Factories  and  Workshops 

2 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

10 

Licensed  Premises 

9 

Dairies  &  Milk  Distributors 

9 

Petroleum  Acts 

179 

Milk  Samples 

126 

Building  Inspections 

1893 

School 

1 

Planning 

28 

Animal  Boarding 

Housing  Visits 

442 

Establishments  Act,  1963 

8 

Tenancy  Application 

1 

Offices,  Shops  and 

Improvement  Grants 

737 

Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

58 

37 

-oo 

vc<c 


Infectious  Diseases 
Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD  SUPPLIES. 


(a)  Ice  Cream 


Fifteen  visits  were  made  to  the  two  premises  in  the  District 
whore  ice  cream  is  manuf actured*  and  to  the  several  shops  where  ice 
cream  is  sold  by  retail0 


Ten  samples  of  ice  cream  and  two  samples  of  iced  lollipops 
were  taken  during  the  year*  Nine  of  the  ten  ice  cream  samples 
taken  were  reported*  upon  analysis*  to  be  in  Provisional  Grades 
1  and  2*  which  are  satisfactory*  and  the  remaining  sample  was 
reported  to  be  in  Provisional  Grade  3*  which  is  unsatisfactory. 

The  unsatisfactory  sample  was  produced  by  a  manufacturer  outside 
the  Rural  District*  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  of  the 
area  concerned  was  advised  of  the  unsatisfactory  sample*  and  was 
asked  to  follow  up  this  unsatisfactory  sample  at  the  factory 
concerned  with  a  view  to  an  improvement  being  effected  in  the  future*, 

Both  iced  lollipops  samples  taken  were  reported  to  be 
satisfactory,, 
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Details  of  the  samples  of  ice  cream  and  iced  lollipops  taken 
during  the  year  are  as  follows 


Ice  Cream  Samples. 

Date 

1 

Sample  | 
Number 

m-  *  '  ■ 

\ 

Identification 
Reference  of 
Manufacturer 

Type  of 

Sample 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 
Provisional 
Grade 

15 06.66 

1 

M/21  S.K.R.D.C. 

Loose  Xce  Cream 

1 

15»  6066 

2 

Ll/2  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

15  *,60  66 

3 

W 6  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

15  g6066 

4 

M/23  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

22,8,66 

5 

k/6  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

77oSc66 

6 

M/  8  Outside  Area 

W rapped  Block 

3 

2;>„*a66 

7 

M/10  S.KoRoD. C. 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

22c3966 

8 

M/23  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

22,8.66 

9 

bi/2  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

22 . 8  0 66 

10 

M/21  S.K.R.D.C. 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

2 

Lollipop  Samples a 

2203c66 

1 

M/ 6  Outside  Area 

’kiwi1 

1 

i 

■ 

! 

lollipop 

|22.8066 

O 

* 

1/2  outside  Area 

’Wop  pa1 

1 

lollipop 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods, 

No  other  duty  carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  is 
more  important  than  that  of  meat  inspection,  and  constant  vigilance 
is  necessary,  and  is  in  fact  given,  in  order  to  ensure  that  the 
residents  in  this  Rural  District  consume  meat  which  is  pure  and 
wholesome,  and  free  from  disease 0  Gone  are  the  days  when  the  Meat 
Inspector  could  expect  to  find  some  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  in 
the  bovine  carcase  each  time  he  visited  a  slaughterhouse,  thanks 
to  the  splendid  work  carried  out  by  the  Veterinary  Officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  the  Tuberculosis  Eradication  Scheme  some 
years  ago,  and  although  this  disease  is  still  occasionally  found  in 
pigs,  which  were  not  included  in  the  eradication  scheme,  the  incidence 
in  pigs  continues  to  decrease  as  each  year  goes  by,  I  am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  report,  once  again,  that  100%  inspection  of  all  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  district  has  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year, 
and  I  am  indebted  to  the  three  butchers  concerned  for  their  continued 
co-operation  in  achieving  this  result.  During  the  year,  a  meeting 
took  place  with  the  three  butchers  concerned  to  discuss  the 
implications  of  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1966e 
The  meeting  was  most  friendly,  the  butchers  most  co-operative,  and, 
in  consequence,  it  was  not  considered  necessary  for  the  Council  to 
implement  its  powers  with  regard  to  fixing  days  and  times  of 
slaughtering.  Our  three  butchers  continue  to  buy  and  slaughter 
good  quality  animals,  as  illustrated  by  the  fact  that,  of  345  adult 
cattle  slaughtered  during  the  year,  only  4  were  cows,  the  remainder 
being  either  .young  bullocks  or  heifers  0 

The  three  slaughterhouses  are  Incensed  annually"  by  the  Council, 
and  a  Ministry  of  Food  Veterinary  Officer  visits  them  once  a  year  in 
company  with  your  Officers,  when,  apart  perhaps  from  minor  items, 
which  the  butchers  are  asked  to  rectify,  he  expresses  satisfaction 
at  the  way  the  premises  are  conducted® 

The  following  animals,  a  total  of  1935,  were  inspected  at  the 
three  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year 
19662-“ 


Bulls  Bullocks  Cows  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  and  Lambs  Pigs 
265  4  76  -  128 0  310 


As  a  result  of  such  inspections,  the  following  unsound  meat  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed: - 

2  Pigs1  heads  and  tongues  16  lb0  Tuberculosis 

1  Pig’s  mesentery  1  lb*  Tuberculosis 
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Portions  of  20  Bullocks1  livers 

211 

lb. 

Fascioliasis 

1 

Heifer1 s  liver 

14 

lb. 

Fascioliasis 

1 

Sheep5 s  liver 

3 

lb* 

Fascioliasis 

1 

Bullock5 s  head  and  tongue 

25 

lb0 

Viable  C*  Bo vis 
Cyst 

1 

Pig’s  heart  and  lungs 

3 

lb. 

Pleurisy  and 
Pericarditis 

X 

Pig’s  heart 

3 

4 

lb. 

Pericarditis 

1 

Pig’s  lungs 

2 

lb. 

Pne  umonia 

3 

Pigs ’  lungs 

6 

lb* 

Conge sted 

1 

Pig’s  liver 

3 

lb0 

Cirrhosis 

1 

Pig’s  liver 

4 

lb0 

Necrosis 

1 

Bullock’s  forequarter 
(carcase  previously  affected 
by  11  Blackleg11) 

150 

lb  a 

Fibrous  and 
Necrotic  tissue 

1 

Beast’s  liver 

12 

lb. 

Multiple  Abscesses 

2 

Heifers’  livers 

28 

lba 

Multiple  Abscesses 

1 

Lamb’ s  liver 

2 

lb. 

Abscesses 

1 

Heifer’ s  liver 

14 

lb* 

Abscesses 

6 

Bullocks’  livers 

86 

lbe 

Abscesses 

1 

Bullock’s  liver 

15 

lb. 

Baciliiary 

Necrosis 

1 

Bullock’s  head  and  tongue 

25 

lb* 

Actinomycosis 

1 

Bullock’ s  mesentery 

8 

lb* 

Pentastomes 

1 

Heifer’ s  mesentery 

6 

lb* 

Pentastomes 

1 

Pig’s  leg 

10 

lb  „ 

Broken  foreleg 

1 

Pig’s  liver 

2 

lb. 

Tenuicollis  Cysts 

1 

Pig's  leg 

5 

lb. 

Arthritis 

13 

Sheep’ s  lungs 

37 

lb* 

Parasites 

3 

Sheep’s  livers 

5 

lb* 

Parasites 

1 

Sheep’s  heart 

1 

2 

lb* 

Parasites 

1 

Flank  of  lamb 

2 

lb* 

Injury 

2 

Loins  of  perk 

30 

lb* 

Gored 

Total  weight  of  unsound  meat  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed  during  the  year  1966s  - 


6  cuts,  1  qr„  1  st0 
8  cwts.  0  qr*  0  st0 


12  lb.  4  ozs* 
5  lb.  12  ozsa 


as  compared  with 
for  the  previous 
year 
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Garcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
(excluding;) 
Cows 


Cons 


Calves 


Sheep  and 
Lambs 


Pigs  | 


Number  Killed 


341 


4 


1280 


310 


Number  Inspected 


341 


4 


L280 


310 


All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

(a)  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

(b)  Carcases  of  wnich 
some  part  or  organ 
■was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 


37 


10c 85% 


23 


1.95? 


cf 

'0 


12 


3*87% 


Tuberculosis  only: 

(a)  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 


3 


.967% 


Cysticercosis 

(a)  Carcases  of  which 
some  organ  was 
condemned 

(b)  Carcases  submitted 
for  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

(c)  Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 


1 


1 
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(c)  Milk, 


Whilst  District  Councils  now  have  no  powers  in  regard  to  the 
structural  condition  of  premises  where  milk  is  produced  nor  to  the 
conditions  of  hygiene  at  milk  producers5  premises,  their  Public 
Health  Inspectors  have  still  a  responsibility  to  see  that  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants  of  their  particular  areas  is  not  endangered  by 
the  consumption  of  unfit  milk.  With  this  object  in  view,  regular 
sampling  of  untreated  milk  is  carried  out  in  regard  to  Brucellosis, 
from  those  producer/ retailers  who  retail  untreated  milk  direct  to 
the  householder.  In  this  connection,  162  single  samples  and  35  bulk 
samples  of  untreated  milk  were  taken  during  the  past  year,  and,  of 
these,  4  positive  samples  were  found  after  guinea  pig  inoculation. 
Tne  4  positive  samples  were  in  respect  of  samples  from  2  different 
cows  in  one  dairy  herd,  and  both  cows  were  immediately  withdrawn 
from  the  herd  and  slaughtered.  The  co-operation  of  the  farmer 
concerned  was  warmly  welcomed,  as,  in  law,  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  him  selling  these  cows  in  open  market,  and  for  the  two 
affected  cows  to  have  been  introduced  into  another  milk  producer5 s 
herd. 


It  is  still  a  matter  for  great  regret  to  all  engaged  in  Fublic 
Health  work  that  the  power s-that-be  have  still  not  taken  positive 
action  in  regard  to  this  anomaly,  and  that  a  nation-wide  scheme  for 
the  eradication  of  Brucella  Abortus  has  not  yet  been  instituted0 
There  is  no  doubt  at  all  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  faced  with 
this  problem  that  it  should  be  tackled  with  the  same  enthusiasm  and 
drive  as  was  the  case  when  Tuberculosis  was  eliminated  from  the 
dairy  herds  of  this  Country  several  years  ago,  as  a  result  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Eradication  Scheme  introduced  at  that  time.  It  is 
stated  that  one  of  the  reasons  against  eradicating  Brucella  Abortus 
from  dairy  herds  on  a  national  scale  is  that  of  cost,  but  one  wonders 
what  is  the  present  cost  to  the  dairy  farming  industry  with  the  loss 
of  future  dairying  stock,  apart  from  wastage  of  infected  milk  or 
extra  cost  of  pasteurisation,  and  what  is  the  cost  of  the  time 
involved  in  safeguarding  public  health  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 
throughout  the  Country,  including  as  it  does  the  considerable  amount 
of  time  spent  on  taking  regular  samples  of  milk,  travelling  time  and 
expenses,  etc,,  and  the  time  sjjent  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  staff  in  investigating  samples  submitted  to  them  for 
examination.  This  is  apart  from  the  cost  of  human  suffering  which 
cannot  be  measured  in  pounds,  shillings  and  pence0 

Nevertheless,  the  efforts  made  by  the  Rural  District  Councils5 
Association,  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr,  H.  Ellis  Smich) 
who  has  been  campaigning  for  several  years  now,  and  by  many  of  his 
and  my  professional  colleagues  throughout  the  Country,  plus 
enlightened  public  opinion,  now  seems  to  be  bearing  some  fruit  in  the 
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light  of  Circular  No,  17/66  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health  which 
stresses  the  importance  of  regular  bulk  sampling  of  untreated  milk, 
at  least  monthly,  in  connection  with  Brucellosis,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  an  eradication  scheme  will  be 
instituted  so  that  we  can  be  sure  that  our  milk  supply  is  not  only 
tubercle  free  but  also  brucella  free* 

In  connection  with  the  regular  sampling  of  milk  for  Brucella 
Abortus  during  the  past  year,  I  would  pay  tribute  to  Mrc  B.W.  Hyde 
(Additional  Public  Health  Inspector)  who  has  carried  out  all  the 
sampling  with  enthusiasm  and  continued  perseverance e 


4.  HOUSING 


Number  of  dwellings  built  by  the  Council  during  1966  ~  34 

Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  1966  -  207 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  under  Improvement  Grants 

during  1966  -  52 

Number  of  families  re-housed  by  the  Council  during 

1966  -  152 


1.  Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year  1966 

1(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

2(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 
Sub-head  1  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  tlie  Housing  Act,  1957 
(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

3*  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

4«  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
Sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
fit  for  human  habitation 


116 

357 


84 


61 


25 


2 o  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notices , 


10  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  «  33 


ID 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during-  the  yearn 


A a  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 

la  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ~  NIL 

2„  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice s:- 

(a)  By  owners  -  NIL 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  -  NIL 

B«  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

1„  Number  ox  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  -  1 

20  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices? - 

(a)  By  owners  -  NIL 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  ->  NIL 

C „  proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 0 

10  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 


which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  -  24 

20  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  -  20 

3«  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  as  a 

result  of  informal  action  -  21 

4*  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  -  7 

5,  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  ~  6 


Now  that  the  Council  has  a  separate  Building  Inspector  to  deal 
with  Building  Control  under  the  Building  Regulations,  1965,  your  Public 
Health  Inspectors  have  been  able  to  devote  more  time  to  their  public 
health  duties,  and,  in  connection  with  Slum  Clearance,  action  was 


taken  during  the  year  in  respect  of  a  further  37  sub-standard  houses. 
As  a  result,  24  Demolition  Orders  and  7  Closing  Orders  were  made 
during  the  year,  and  undertakings  to  repair  were  accepted  by  the 
Council  from  property  owners  in  respect  of  a  further  6  houses*, 

In  the  first  11  years  of  our  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  as 
submitted  to  and  accepted  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  4&4  houses  have  now  been  dealt  with,  which  leaves  us 
approximately  173  houses  to  deal  with  in  the  remaining  7  years  of 
our  Programme,  It  will  be  noted,  therefore,  that  we  are  well 
in  front  of  our  “timetable11  a 

Details  of  the  position  as  at  the  31st  December,  1966,  are 
as  follows 


(a)  Total  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  action 
was  taken  up  to  the  31st  December,  1966,  under  the 

Slum  Clearance  Programme  -  4&4 

(b)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which:- 

(1)  Demolition  Orders  were  made  -  235 

(2)  Closing  Orders  were  made  -  76 

(3)  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  repair  -  46 

(4)  Undertakings  were  accepted  not  to  relet  -  16 

(5)  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  use  as 

agricultural  or  other  stores  -  23 

(6)  Action  not  yet  determined  -  SB 

(c)  Number  of  houses  demolished  -  253 


(d)  Total  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with  in  Slum 
Clearance  Programme,  up  to  the  10th  September, 

1973,  as  per  proposals  sent  to  and  agreed  with 

the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  -  657 

A  further  41  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  253  houses  demolished  during  the  first  11  years  of  our 
13-years  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  During  those  11  years,  the 
Council  has  made  23 5  Demolition  Orders  and  76  Closing  Orders,  Most 
tenants  of  condemned  houses  are  only  too  pleased  to  be  re-housed  by 
the  Council,  and,  when  this  has  been  done,  pressure  is  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  owners  of  the  houses  in  question  to  have  them  demolished. 
There  are  tnose,  however,  in  the  twilight  of  their  lives,  who  do  not 
wish  to  be  uprooted  from  the  environment  in  which  they  have  lived  and 
to  which  they  have  become  accustomed  for  many  years,  and  these  cases 
are  very  human  problems,  difficult  of  solution. 


The  work  of  the  Council's  Housing  Standards  Committee,  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Councillor  H.W0  Bailey,  has  proceeded,  once  again, 
most  smoothly  during  the  past  year,  and  this  has  been  greatly 
contributed  to  by  the  persuasive  powers  of  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  the  "back  room  boys11,  who  have  endeavoured  to  make  the 
formal  work  of  the  Committee  more  easy,  when  action  is  being 
considered  in  connection  with  sub-standard  houses.  I  am  grateful  to 
the  Committee  for  their  support  in  dealing  both  firmly  and 
sympathetically,  whichever  is  warranted  in  each  particular  case,  with 
both  owners  of  properties  and  tenants 0  The  Committee  has  an  unenviable 
task  in  dealing  with  the  many  cases  of  hardship  which  occur,  but  it 
is  pleasing  to  know  that  the  pleas  of  the  elderly  are  always  given 
the  utmost  consideration*  The  procedure  of  u  deferred  demolition11 
adopted  in  these  cases  is  the  right  one  in  my  opinion,  giving  as  it 
does  a  ’’hold”  on  the  dwellinghouse  in  question,  and  preventing  its 
re-occupation  upon  the  decease  or  vacation  of  the  existing  elderly 
tenant,  and  yet  allowing  a  period  of  continued  occupation  for  the 
time  being*  At  the  end  of  our  10-years  Slum  Clearance  Programme, 
most  of  these  cases  will  have  to  be  reviewed,  but,  in  the  meantime, 
time  will  have  taken  its  toll  in  a  number  of  cases,  and  the  Council 
will  then  have  achieved  their  object. 

The  work  of  the  Housing  Standards  Committee  must  obviously  be 
"dovetailed?1  with  that  of  the  Tenants  Committee  in  the  allocation 
of  tenancies  of  Council  houses  or  bungalows  to  tenants  of  condemned 
properties,  and  I  am  grateful  also  to  the  Tenants  Committee,  under 
the  Chairmanship  of  Councillor  Mrs,  E*M0  Percival,  for  their 
consideration  to  the  needs  of  tenants  of  condemned  houses,  despite 
the  many  other  claims  for  priority  re-housing  with  which  tills 
Committee  has  to  deal* 

The  many  facets  of  the  Council's  duties  in  connection  with 
Housing,  including,  in  addition  to  Slum  Clearance,  the  building  of 
new  Council  houses  and  bungalows,  and  the  repair  and  reconditioning 
of  older  houses,  must  inevitably  be  one  of  the  Council's  major 
duties  in  connection  with  the  welfare  of  the  residents  in  the  Rural 
District,  In  addition  to  continuing,  most  actively,  with  a 
programme  for  the  erection  of  new  Council  houses  and  bungalows,  the 
utmost  encouragement  is  given  to  property  owners  who  wish  to  improve 
their  houses  with  the  aid  of  Discretionary  or  Standard  Improvement 
Grants,  and  the  Council  have  every  right  to  be  well  satisfied  with 
their  record  in  this  respect,  bearing  in  mind  the  number  of  houses 
so  improved  as  compared  with  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the 
district,  and  the  fact  that  few  houses  in  the  area  had  bathrooms 
and  water  closets  in  1939,  when  none  of  the  34  villages  had  a 
satisfactory  sewage  disposal  system.  The  Council*  s  progressive 
policy  in  regard  to  Improvement  Grants  is  well  illustrated  by  the 
details  given  in  this  respect  in  Section  10  of  this  Report. 
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The  number  of  new  Council-owned  dwellings  erected  during  the 
year  was  34  as  compared  with  39  for  the  previous  year,  and  152 
families  were  re-housed  in  new  abodes  or  in  existing  dwellings,  as 
compared  with  123  for  the  previous  year.  The  rural  scene  is  changing 
rapidly,  to  the  great  regret  of  many  people  including  myself,  due  to 
the  ever-increasing  demand  for  more  and  more  houses,  and,  inevitably, 
we  see  what  were  once  quiet  peaceful  villages  becoming  suburbanised 
small  towns.  We  are  obviously  powerless  to  prevent  this,  except  by 
wise  planning  and  foresight  in  seeing  that  development  is  controlled 
and  not  allowed  to  spoil  all  our  villages,  but,  with  the  ever-increasing 
number  of  people  living  longer  lives,  and  the  fact  that  they  do  not 
require  or  wish  for  any  more  space  than  they  really  require,  coupled 
with  the  minimum  amount  of  garden  space,  one  would  think  that  there 
is  an  increasing  need  for  more  smaller-type  bungalows,  thus  releasing 
the  larger- type  houses  for  the  younger  married  generation  and  their 
families.  One  hesitates  to  suggest  "higher density  housing,  but,  with 
the  ever-increasing  reduction  of  agricultural  land  lost  to  housing 
needs,  the  ever-increasing  population  which  has  to  be  fed,  plus  the 
fact  that  older  people  do  not  want  to  have  to  cultivate  large 
gardens,  maybe  there  is  a  case  for  tnis  in  respect  of  this  type  of 
housing.  At  this  stage,  perhaps  the  Planners  could  do  a  good  job9 
with  thoughtful  lay-outs,  tree  planting,  etc,,  to  minimise  the 
appearance 0 

During  the  year,  207  new  private  houses  and  bungalows  were 
built  by  private  enterprise,  as  compared  with  189  during  the  previous 
year,  and  248  houses  and  bungalows  were  in  course  of  erection  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  as  compared  with  248  in  course  of  erection  at 
the  end  of  1905®  Dor  the  second  year  running,  more  houses  were  built 
in  this  Kural  District  than  in  any  single  year  previously,  despite 
the  slow-upu  caused  by  the  restriction  on  mortgages  in  the  second 
half  of  the  year,  and,  in  view  of  the  number  of  Planning  Consents 
already  given  on  land  which  has  not  yet  been  developed,  and  the 
easement  now  on  mortgages,  it  would  appear  that  1967  will  again  see 
a  large  number  of  new  private  houses  erected  in  the  district 0 

5.  DRAINA® 

Occasionally,  it  is  very  satisfying  to  look  back  and  to  take 
stock  of  what  the  Council  has  done  since  the  end  of  the  second  World 
War  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  new  sewerage  systems  and  sewage 
disposal  works  in  the  district,,  Prior  to  1945,  none  of  the  Councils 
34  villages  had  any  satisfactory  means  of  sewage  disposal,  and,  as  a 
Public  Health  Inspector,  I  had  the  feeling  that  we  were  sitting  in 
the  shadow  of  a  volcano  which  might  erupt  at  any  time,  in  view  of 
the  many  nuisances  caused  by  the  discharge  of  crude  sewage  into 
watercourses  in  or  adjacent  to  our  many  villages.  Whilst  not  wishing 
to  be  complacent,  today  the  position  is  vastly  improved,  new  modern 


systems  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  having  been  provided  by  the 
Council  in  ten  of  our  larger  villages0  Although  there  still  remains 
24  villages  to  be  similarly  dealt  with,  the  ten  already  catered  for 
cover  approximately  half  of  the  population  of  the  district 3  The 
villages  now  satisfactorily  sewered  are  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market 
Deeping,  Deeping  St.  James,  Corby  Glen,  Billingborough,  Horbling, 
Morton,  Haconby  and  Thurlby0 

It  is  good  to  record  that  the  Council  is  not  content  to  bask  in 
the  glory  of  its  past  achievements,  but  is  now  pressing  onwards  with 
the  implementation  of  Phase  2  of  the  Post-War  Sewerage  Programme, 
and  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  (Messrs 0  G.B.  Kershaw  and 
Kaufman,  of  Westminster,  London)  have  proceeded  with  the  preparation 
of  detailed  schemes  for  a  further  batch  of  villages,  including 
Folkingham,  Pointon,  Swayfield,  Swinstead,  Castle  Bytham,  Little 
Bytham,  Uffington,  Rippingale,  Dowsby,  Dunsby  and  Edenham0 
Unfortunately,  the  present  period  of  severe  financial  restraint  may 
have  the  effect  of  retarding  some  of  these  schemes,  but,  at  the  end 
of  the  year  under  review,  the  Council  had  received  Ministry  approval 
to  proceed  with  the  implementation  of  a  new  scheme  for  the  sewering 
of  Folkingham  and  Pointon,  including  also  a  sewer  extension  at 
Pointon  Road,  Billingborough,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  existing 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Horbling,  into  which  the  sewage  from  these 
villages  will  discharge*, 

Although  we  have  had  a  Ministry  investigation  into  the  Council's 
proposals  to  provide  new  sewerage  in  Swayfield  and  Swinstead,  approval 
for  this  scheme  has  not  yet  been  obtained.  Originally,  it  was 
intended  to  drain  these  two  villages  into  the  existing  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Corby  Glen,  but  the  Ministry  have  now  suggested 
that  the  Swayfield  and  Swinstead  scheme  should  be  combined  with  the 
Castle  Bytham  and  Little  Bytham  scheme,  with  a  common  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Little  Bytham,  and  it  is  hoped  that  approval  for  tnis  joint 
scheme  will  be  forthcoming  during  1967.  At  the  present  time,  Castle 
Bytham  is  only  partially  served  by  what  were  former  highway  surface 
water  sewers  which  have  become  foul  sewers  over  the  years,  and  the 
effluent  from  a  totally  inadequate  village  septic  tank  discharges 
into  a  main  watercourse.  Little  Bytham  has  a  similar  system 
existing,  but,  in  this  case,  crude  sewage  without  any  prior 
treatment  whatsoever  is  discharged  directly  into  the  same  watercourse 
further  downstream.  Uffington  has  also  been  a  headache  for  many 
years,  as  sewage  from  the  old  sewer  system  there  also  discharges 
directly  into  a  dyke  in  Casewick  Lane,  and  the  nuisance  from  this 
dyke  has  been  so  bad  that  the  Council  has  had  to  have  the  dyke 
cleaned  out  four  times  per  year  for  many  years  now.  Inadequate 
so-called  "sewers"  in  Rippingale,  Dowsby,  Dunsby  and  Edenhan  discharge 
their  contents  also  directly  into  main  watercourses  or  farm  dykes 
which  have  to  be  cleaned  out  frequently  by  the  Council  to  minimise 
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nuisances  which  are  always  present 0  In  this  day  and  age,  more 
householders  wish  to  have  improvements  carried  out  at  their 
dwellinghouses,  involving  the  provision  of  bathrooms  and  water  closets, 
and  rightly  so.  Indeed,  the  Government  is  continually  pressing  local 
authorities  to  give  more  and  more  improvement  grants.  These  add  to 
the  existing  nuisances  in  those  villages  which  are  not  provided  with 
main  drainage  and  modern  sewage  disposal  facilities,  and  the  needs 
of  the  smaller  villages  in  this  respect  are  no  less  necessary  than 
in  the  larger  villages  where  modern  facilities  have  already  been 

provided. 

During  the  year,  new  sewers  were  laid  in  the  hamlet  of  Stainfield, 
but  these  are  not  yet  operational  as  the  sewage  pump-house,  required 
to  pump  the  sewage  from  this  hamlet  into  the  Morton  and  Haconby  system, 
has  not  yet  been  completed * 

As  a  result  of  the  Council  exercising  its  powers  under  Section 
42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  house  drainage  systems  from  a 
further  4  properties  in  Deeping  St„  James  were  connected  to  the  new 
Sewerage  Systems  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  350  houses  dealt 
with  since  this  procedure  was  first  instituted  several  years  ago. 

All  the  houses  which  were  capable  of  being  so  connected  in  Thurlby, 
Morton  and  Haconby,  were  dealt  with  after  the  new  sewers  and 
pump-houses  had  been  completed  in  those  villages.  The  Council1 s 
Public  Health  Inspectors  continued  to  spend  a  large  amount  of  their 
time  on  drainage  matters  during  the  past  year,  and  556  visits  were 
made  in  conne'; mion  with  drainage  problems,  as  compared  with  1190  for 
the  previous  year,  and  230  drain  tests  were  carried  out  as  compared 
with  3O3  during  the  previous  year. 
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Details  of  the  number  of  house  connections  made  to  the  new 
sewers  in  the  ten  villages  served  by  the  new  Sewerage  Schemes, 
together  with  the  percentage  of  the  approximate  number  of  houses 
which  are  capable  of  being  so  connected  are  as  follows 


Village 

Houses  connected  to 
new  sewers 

J 

Approx,  total  No. 
of  houses  capable 
of  being 
connected 

% 

,  i 

Private 

Council 

Total 

Billingborough 

288 

74 

362 

440 

32$ 

Hording 

93 

66 

159 

202 

79% 

Corby  Glen 

145 

48 

193 

193 

100$ 

Baston 

138 

60 

198 

221 

9® 

Langtoft 

134 

36 

170 

174 

98$ 

Market  Deeping 

350 

144 

494 

627 

7% 

Deeping  St,  James 
Thurlby  and 

520 

179 

699 

850 

82$ 

Northorpe 

212 

54 

266 

268 

99$ 

Haconby 

Morton  and 

52 

16 

68 

78 

87$ 

Hanthorpe 

159 

132 

291 

293 

99 % 

TOTALS 

2091 

809 

2900 

1 

3346 

8% 

In  addition  to  this  work,  9  new  water  closets  were  provided  in 
place  of  existing  pail  closets  or  privy  vaults,  with  the  aid  of  50$ 
grants  towards  the  costs  incurred  by  owners  in  so  doing,  at 
dwellinghouses  at  Market  Deeping,  Deeping  St,  James,  Thurlby, 
Haconby  and  Billingborough,  The  total  cash  value  of  such  grants 
amounted  to  £360,  15s ,  6d,  as  compared  with  £695.  0sa  3d.  for 

the  previous  year, 

6,  CLEANSING  SERVICES 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal, 

Day  in,  day  out,  year  in,  year  out,  the  work  of  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  continues,  whatever  the  weather,  and,  so 
tight  is  the  collection  schedule  that,  like  the  theatre,  the  ‘‘show 
must  go  on“.  The  large  increase  during  the  last  few  years  in  the 
number  of  new  dwelling-houses  erected,  means  more  and  more  work  for 
the  refuse  collectors,  and  the  men  who  are  engaged  in  what  must  be  a 
very  uncongenial  occupation,  deserve  praise  for  the  way  in  which 
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they  carry  out  this  work.  Fortunately  for  the  community  at  large, 
unlike  industry,  strikes  by  local  authority  employees  are  rare, 
but  we  should  all  complain  vociferously  if  the  service  which  we  now 
take  for  granted  should  come  to  a  halt0  Once  again,  I  would 
strongly  urge  the  Council  to  consider  the  implementation  of  a 
weekly  instead  of  fortnightly  collection  service,  I  would  repeat, 
once  again,  that  putrescible  matter,  kept  in  a  dustbin  for  two  weeks, 
particularly  during  the  summer  months,  quickly  decomposes  and  is  a 
potential  breeding  ground  for  germs,  and  provides  a  similarly  good 
breeding  ground  for  flies,  and  harbourage  for  rats  when  the  refuse 
is  dumped  at  refuse  tips. 

With  the  increasing  amount  of  refuse  to  dispose  of,  and  the 
difficulty  in  finding  tipping  space,  I  am  pleased  that  the  Council 
has  decided  to  consider  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Vice-Chairman  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  (Councillor  H.  Scarborough)  and  myself, 
that,  in  conjunction  with  other  neighbouring  authorities,  a  refuse 
pulverisation  plant  be  constructed  in  order  to  reduce  bulk,  and 
make  better  use  of  existing  and  future  refuse  tips® 

Three  refuse  freighters  with  10  workmen  now  carry  out  this 
service  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  (Mr,  A*H.  Harvey)  and 
refuse  from  approximately  5,000  properties  is  collected  and  disposed 
of  annually  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  situated  at  Billingborough, 
Thurlby,  Carlby,  Uffington,  Swinstead  and  Deeping  St.  James c 

During  the  past  year,  the  Surveyor  (Mr.  A0H.  Harvey)  was  able 
to  sell  57  tons,  12-J-  cwts,  of  waste  paper  for  £294,  3s*  9d.  and  it 
is  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  continue  to  find  an  outlet  for 
this  material,  By  soiling  waste  paper,  not  only  is  tipping  space 
being  saved,  but  also  the  refuse  tips  can  be  kept  in  a  more  tidy 
condition, 

(b)  Pail  and  Cesspool  Emptying  Service, 

The  free  weekly  emptying  of  sanitary  pails  from  dwellinghouses 
in  the  district  continues  to  provide  a  useful  service  to  those 
householders  in  the  unsewered  villages  who  do  not  have  water  closets, 
but  I  look  forward  to  the  day  when  all  villages  in  the  district  have 
been  provided  with  new  sewerage  systems,  with  the  ultimate  benefit 
of  water-borne  sanitation*  The  present  service  is  carried  out  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  (Mr*  A.H*  Harvey),  by  two  1100  gallons 
capacity  Cesspool  emptying  vehicles,  provided  with  pail  hopper 
attachments,  each  vehicle  being  manned  by  a  team  of  three  men 
comprising  a  Driver/ Loader  and  two  Loaders,  Approximately  800  pails 
are  emptied  weekly,  and  it  is  good  to  see  that  this  number  is  now 
diminishing  as  each  year  passes,  due  to  the  provision  of  new  sewerage 
schemes  in  several  more  villages  each  year*  The  nightsoil  thus 
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collected  is  disposed  of  by  composting  by  arrangement  with  certain 
farmers  in  the  district,  but  the  present  system  is  not  satisfactory, 
and  I  was  very  pleased  when  the  Council  decided,  during  the  year,  to 
ask  their  Consulting  Engineers  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  nightsoil 
disposal  facilities  to  be  provided  at  the  Horbling  sewage  disposal 
works*  It  is  anticipated  that  these  facilities  will  be  provided 
during  the  current  year  and  thus  ease  the  minds  of  your  Public  Health 
Officers  who  have  never  been  very  happy  about  the  existing  disposal 
arrangement s0  Complaints  from  householders  in  regard  to  the  collection 
of  nightsoil  from  dwellinghouses  are  surprisingly  few,  and  the  Council* s 
employees  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  way  in  which  they  carry  out 
work  which  very  few  of  us  would  be  willing  to  do. 

In  addition  to  the  weekly  pail  emptying  service,  privy  vaults, 
cesspools,  septic  tanks,  etc0,  at  dwellinghouses  and  other  premises 
are  emptied  upon  request,  either  as  a  free  service  or  upon  payment* 

In  those  villages  where  no  new  post-war  sewerage  scheme  has  been 
provided,  one  free  emptying  per  year  is  given,  and  a  charge  is  made 
for  subsequent  emptyings  during  the  same  twelve  months,  whilst  in 
those  villages  which  are  in  fact  provided  with  modern  sewerage  schemes, 
a  charge  is  made  for  every  emptying,  retails  of  such  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  are  as  follow s:- 

Emptying  of  Vaults,  Cesspools,  Septic  Tanks,  etc. 

(a)  Septic  tanks  and  Cesspools  emptied..  *•  «•  »•  561 

(b)  Single  vaults  emptied  ••  »»  ».  ••  ..  ..  oo  20 

(c)  Double  vaults  emptied  ,.  M  ,,  ,,  - 
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Inis  branch  of  work  resulted  in  an  income  of  £383.  5s,  Od,  to 
the  Council  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  £151,  9s.  2d.  for 

the  previous  year, 

70  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

There  are  three  main  supplies  of  water,  now  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board,  to  the  villages 
in  the  Rural  District,  and  these  are  as  follows s- 

(a)  The  villages  of  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping,  Wilsthorpe, 
Braceborough,  Greatford,  Bariiolm,  Tallington  and  West 
Deeping  are  supplied  by  the  Peterborough  Corporation. 

(b)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Horbling,  Bridge  End, 
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Billingborough,  Birthorpe,  FoLkingham,  Laughton ,  Aslackby, 
Pointon,  Millthorpe,  Little  Dowsby,  Graby,  Kirkby  Underwood 
and  Stainfield  are  supplied  from  the  bore  at  Billingborough. 

(c)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Dowsby,  Duns by,  Haconby,  Morton, 
Rippingale,  Thurlby,  Toft,  Lound,  Manthorpe,  W  itham-onr-the— 
Hill,  Garlby,  Gareby,  Holywell,  Little  Bytham,  Creeton, 
Counthorpe,  Castle  Bytham,  Swayfield,  Sw instead,  Irnham, 
Hawthorpe,  Bulby,  Edenham  and  Corby  Glen  are  supplied  from 
the  bore  at  Bourne  through  the  Lound  Pumping  Station* 

Uffington  is  supplied  from  Stamford* 

Every  Parish  in  the  Rural  District  has  a  piped  supply  of  mains 
water  and,  apart  from  a  few  hamlets  and  small  groups  of  houses  in  the 
Fens,  it  is  now  possible  for  over  94^  of  the  houses  in  the  area  to  be 
supplied  with  piped  water.  This  is  of  particular  help  to  your 
Public  Health  Officers,  when  samples  of  water  taken  from  private  bores, 
wells,  etc„,  are  found  to  be  polluted,  as  the  use  of  these  can  now  be 
discontinued  and  the  houses  in  question  provided  with  a  pure  and 
sufficient  supply  of  water  for  all  purposes  from  the  Water  Board1 s 
mains* 


Thirty-four  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from  the 
Council's  installations  and  from  private  bores,  wells,  etc*  Details 
of  the  results  found  upon  analysis  are  as  follows 


Water  Samples 


From 

Council's  Installations  0»  o» 

•  • 

0  o 

0  • 

O  0 

4 

(i) 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory 

0  0 

9  O 

9  O 

O  • 

4 

(ii) 

Number  found  to  be  polluted  .. 

0  • 

0  0 

©  0 

0  O 

- 

From 

Private  Bores,  Wells,  etc*  eo 

0  €> 

0  o 

0  9 

0  o 

30 

(i) 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory 

©  • 

Q  • 

0  0 

©  O 

17 

(ii) 

Number  found  to  be  polluted  ce 

0  0 

0  0 

O  0 

a  a 

13 

With  regard  to  the  thirteen  unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from 
private  supplies,  the  occupiers  of  the  houses  concerned  were  advised 
to  boil  all  such  water  used  for  drinking  purposes,  and  where  it  was 
possible  to  provide  a  mains  supply,  this  was  done0  In  other  cases, 
where  no  mains  supply  was  available,  advice  was  given  to  the  owners 
with  a  view  to  an  improvement  being  effected  in  the  condition  of  these 
supplies* 

Samples  were  also  taken  from  the  four  mains  piped . supplies  during 
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the  year,  and  all  were  reported  upon  analysis,  to  be  quite 
satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes „  The  following  are  the  Analysts 
reports  on  the  four  samples  taken: - 

BILLINGBOROUGH  SUPPLY 


'This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals*  The  water  is  very  hard 
in  character  though  not  excessively  so  and  it  contains  no  excess  of 
mineral  constituents.  It  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality 
and  of  satisfactory  bacterial  purity  indicative  of  wholesome  water 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes *' 

UFPINGTON  (EX  STamFORD )  SUPPLY 

'This  samples  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  just  on  the 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a 
negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but 
not  excessively  so  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents* 

It  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  also  of  satisfactory 
bacterial  purity  indicative  of  a  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes* 1 

TALLIITGTON  (EX  PETERBOROUGH)  SUPPLY 

'This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron. 

The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  though  not  excessively  so  and  it 
contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents.  It  is  of  very  satisfactory 
organic  and  bacterial  purity  indicative  of  wholesome  water  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes,' 

LOUND  (EX  SPALDING)  SUPPLY 

'This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  just  on  the 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The 
water  is  very  hard  in  character  though  not  excessively  so  and  it 
contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents.  It  is  of  very 
satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial  purity  indicative  of  wholesome 
water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes,' 
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Details  of  the  number  of  dwelLinghouses  supplied  from  the 
Public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses  and  (b)  by  means  of 
standpipes,  are  as  follows:— 


Aslackby  and  Laughton 

0  o 

9  0 

0  9 

9  0 

9  9 

9  9 

0  9 

Direct 

72 

Stand 

Pipe 

Barholm  and  Stowe 

9  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  • 

0  9 

0  0 

33 

— 

Baston0 $  ©  0  » 0  ©  0 

9  e 

9  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  O 

0  « 

0  0 
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- 

Bi llingbor 0  ughe  8  „ 0 
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©  0 
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— 

Braceborough  and  Wilsthorpe. 
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51 
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47 
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0  9 

0  9 

0  0 
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»  « 

75 

— 

Castle  Bytham  e0  0* 

•  0 

0  © 

0  0 

9  O 

0  0 

e  • 

0  9 
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1 

Corby  Glen„  0  0 »  •  © 

•  0 

0  • 

0  0 

9  9 

0  • 

9  O 

0  0 
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— 

Counthorpe  and  Greet on 
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0  0 
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47 

— 

Deeping  St,  James  0® 
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0  9 
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®  0 
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— 
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0  0 

9  # 

0  9 
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60 

— 

Duns by 00  0  ®  «o  *<> 
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0  0 
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45 

— 
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— 
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— 
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52 

— 
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c  ft 

0  0 
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0  © 

88 

- 
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35 

— 
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61 

— 

Langtoxt  o  ®  ®  * 
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©  © 
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— 

Little  Bytham  „  00 
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0  © 
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— 

Market  Deepingao  o« 
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Mortonc o  oo  o  ®  o o 
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Pointon  and  Sempringhan, 
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Swayfield  0«  c®  oo 
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Swinstead  00  ©©  ©□ 
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84 
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Tallington3 o  00  •  » 

0  0 

0  © 
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0  & 
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0  © 
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Thurlby,  0 ®  e  o  ©  o 
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©  0 

255 

— 

Toft,  Lound  and  Manthorpe 
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0  « 

0  0 

0  c 
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44 

— 

Uffington  00  ,*  0* 
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0  0 
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O  6 
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0  0 

0  0 
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West  Deeping  ,  ©  ,, 
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8.  RODENT  CONTROL 


There  is  no  room  for  complacency  in  man1 s  continuous  and 
relentless  war  against  rats,  which  must  be  pursued  with  vigour  every 
day,  every  week,  every  year,  to  prevent  them  establishing  themselves 
as  permanent  n  lodgers11 .  Apart  from  our  natural  abhorrence  of  these 
creatures,  they  must,  of  necessity,  be  kept  under  control,  firstly 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease,  and  secondly  to  minimise  the 
enormous  and  costly  wastage  of  food  which  they  cause  each  year. 
Fortunately,  in  Mr.  F.H.  Batchelor,  the  Council  has  a  Rodent  Operator 
who  is  second  to  none,  and  his  early  experience  in  life  as  a 
gamekeeper,  coupled  with  his  experience  and  expert  knowledge  in 
dealing  with  rats  and  mice,  means  that  he  is  able  to  deal 
successfully  with  the  many  complaints  which  we  receive  both  from 
householders  and  farmers  of  infestations  of  these  rodents. 

After  an  !!  average11  year  for  rat  and  mice  infestations  in  196 5* 
there  were  signs,  in  the  autumn  of  1966,  that  this  would  prove  to 
be  an  u  above  average11  year,  but,  although  Mr.  Batchelor  was  very 
busy  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  it  became  clear  that, 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  he  was  again  getting  matters  under  control* 

Regular  surveying  of  lands  and  premises  was  carried  out  in  order 
to  ascertain  sources  of  infestations,  in  accordance  with  the  Councils 
obligations  under  Section  2(a)  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949*  In  addition  to  providing  a  free  service  for  Rodent 
Disinfestation  works  at  private  dwellinghouses  in  the  District,  the 
Rodent  Operator  carried  out  similar  work  at  business  premises  and 
farms,  at  a  standard  charge  of  12s.  6d*  per  hour  with  12s.  6d. 
minimum  charge,  which  sum  includes  his  time,  materials  and  travelling 
expenses. 

The  Rodent  Operator  exercised  strict  control  of  all  the  Council1 s 
properties  during  the  year,  including  refuse  tips,  which  have  been 
treated  regularly  and  systematically,  and  of  the  many  sewer  dykes  and 
parish  watercourses 0  In  addition  2441  private  dwellinghouses  were 
treated  as  also  were  67  business  and  farm  premises.  In  consequence 
of  all  these  operations  3529  inspections  were  carried  out. 

9.  PETROLEUM  ACTS. 


During  the  past  year,  179  visits  were  made  to  premises  where 
petroleum  spirit  is  stored,  as  compared  with  200  visits  for  the 
previous  year,  and  112  licences  were  issued  by  the  Department,  as 
compared  with  113  for  the  previous  year,  after  storage  condition0 
had  been  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  when  the  usual  safety 
precautions  had  been  found  to  have  been  complied  with,  by  the 
provision  of  the  required  number  of  fire  extinguishers  and  a  quantity 
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of  sand. 


One  considerable  source  of  anxiety  in  connection  with  the  storage 
of  petroleum  spirit  occurred  during  the  year,  when  complaints  were 
received  from  a  householder  next  to  a  petroleum  filling  station  of 
fumes  pervading  the  dwellinghouse.  It  was  alleged  that  these  were 
petrol  fumes,  although  repeated  tests  with  an  explosimeter  did  not 
confirm  this  on  any  occasion.  The  Fire  Prevention  Officer,  Gas  Board 
representatives,  Pump  Maintenance  (Petroleum)  representatives,  and 
myself,  all  visited  the  premises  on  several  occasions,  both  jointly 
and  separately,  and  various  opinions  were  expressed  as  to  the  source 
of  the  fumes o  No  conclusive  evidence  was  obtained,  and  although  the 
smell  was  fairly  strong  at  times  in  the  dwellinghouse  concerned, 
repeated  testing  could  not  prove  that  it  was  sufficiently  concentrated 
to  be  dangerous.  Nevertheless,  there  was  always  the  ever-present 
worry  that  it  could  be  so  and,  after  many  discussions  with  the  owner 
of  the  filling  station  in  question,  the  three  former  existing  petroleum 
storage  tanks  were  emptied  and  sealed,  and  a  new  large  compartmented 
storage  tank  installed  in  their  place.  Since  that  time,  no  further 
smells  have  been  noted,  and  a  source  of  anxiety  was  removed  in 
consequence „ 

10,  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

( a )  Li  sc ret ion ary  Grants 

(a)  Number  of  applications  received  during 

the  year 

(b)  Number  approved 

(c)  Number  rejected 

(d)  Number  still  under  consideration  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

(e)  Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with 

(f)  Total  Cash  value  of  Grants  approved  during 

the  year  -  £14,646  19s.  3d0 

(b)  Standard  Grants 

(a)  Number  of  applications  received  during 

the  year 

(b)  Number  approved 

(c)  Number  rejected 

(d)  Number  still  under  consideration  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

(e)  Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with 

(f)  Total  Cash  value  of  Grants  approved  during 

the  year  -  £3,709  8s0  Od. 


44 

37 

NIL 

2 

5 


22 

21 

NIL 

NIL 

1 
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The  fact  that  787  visits  were  made  during  the  past  year  in 
connection  with  Improvement  Grants,  which  figure  was  only  exceeded 
in  total  by  that  for  Building  Inspections,  as  shown  in  the  “Details 
of  Visits"  in  Section  2  on  Page  3  of  this  Report,  shows  that  this 
work  has  become  one  of  the  major  duties  of  the  Department,  and  even 
this  figure  of  inspections  cannot  truly  portray  the  large  amount  of 
time  devoted  to  this  work  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Meetings 
with  owners  and  Builders  prior  to  applications  for  grants  being 
submitted,  subsequently  checking  builders1  prices  and  specifications, 
making  further  visits  to  houses  when  applications  have  been  received, 
visits  whilst  works  are  in  progress,  making  final  inspections  when 
the  works  have  been  completed  in  order  to  see  that  the  works  have 
been  satisfactorily  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and 
specifications  approved,  plus  the  large  amount  of  administrative 
work  both  in  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  later  in  the  Clerk1 s 
Department,  must  inevitably  make  large  inroads  into  the  time  of  your 
staff,  but  no  work  is  more  rewarding,  despite  the  large  amount  of 
time  involved,  in  the  knowledge  that  the  standards  of  living 
accommodation  in  the  Rural  District  are  being  raised  as  each  year 


Bearing  in  mind  the  number  of  Improvement  Grants  given  (over  700) 
since  grants  were  first  introduced,  and  the  size  of  this  Rural  District, 
the  Council  can  be  proud  of  their  achievements  in  this  branch  of 
Housing,  as  compared  with  districts  of  a  comparable  size. 

Some  3  or  4  years  ago,  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors 
recommended  that  the  twelve  point  standard  now  applicable  to 
applications  for  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  be  made  the  standard 
for  a  "fit"  house.  Instead  of  adopting  this  generally,  the  Government 
introduced  "partially  compulsory"  powers  by  authorising  local 
authorities  to  declare  " Improvement  Areas" ,  This  perhaps  might  be 
useful  In  towns  with  their  long  rows  of  streets  containing  similarly- 
built  houses*,  but  in  a  Rural  District,  the  task  is  much  harder.  Until 
compulsory  powers  are  made  general,  so  that  each  village  can  be  dealt 
with  in  its  entirety,  we  have  found  that  friendly  but  persuasive 
discussions  with  property  owners,  continue  to  produce  a  steady  flow 
of  applications  for  improvement  grants.  Your  Officers  are  not  content 
to  sit  back  and  wait  for  applications  to  come  in,  but  we  take  every 
opportunity  of  cajoling,  persuading,  coercing  (following  the  service 
of  Notices  of  Time  and  Place  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957)  owners  to  apply  for  grants,  with  quite  a  considerable  amount 
of  success^  The  procedure  on  Improvement  Grant  areas  appears  to  be 
protracted  and  cumbersome,  and,  until  general  compulsive  powers  are 
introduced,  I  feel  that  our  present  efforts  are  still  producing 
results. 
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11.  BUILDING  INSPECTIONS 


During  the  year,  the  average  number  of  plans  approved  under 
Building  Byelaws  was  32  per  month,  as  compared  with  31  plans  per 
month  during  the  preceding  year.  This  figure  has  increased 
considerably  during  the  past  few  years,  and  is  exclusive  of  the  many 
additional  applications  received  each  month  for  Planning  Approval. 
With  the  building  up  of  the  Deepings  area,  prospective  developers  are 
now  turning  their  eyes  to  Baston,  Langtoft,  Thurlby  and  even  Morton, 
which  is  north  of  Bourne,  and  with  proposals  now  "on  the  stocks”,  it 
is  evident  that  the  number  of  applications  which  we  will  receive 
during  1967  will  increase  again. 

The  Council1 s  Planning  Committee,  under  the  Chairmanship  of 
Councillor  G.G.  Crowson,  has  again  had  a  busy  year,  and,  in  view  of 
tb:  considerable  increase  in  the  business  with  which  this  Committee 
now  has  to  deal,  they  decided,  very  wisely,  to  delegate  authority  to 
ca-  !.o  appro. e  or  reject  all  applications  for  approval  under  Building 
Byelaws,  and  also  gave  authority  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to 
sj  :  only  approve  straightforward  applications  for  Planning  Consent, 
Wiv/rut  waiting  for  Committee  approval.  The  Committee  now  devotes 
its  energies  to  the  more  important  aspects  of  Planning  Control,  such 
as  large  scale  estate  development,  and  matters  of  a  contentious 
nn'.ute,  and  consequently  the  Committee  is  able  now  to  give  more  time 
to  t-ne  more  important  matters  with  which  they  have  to  deal  and 
which  require  a  lot  of  thought  and  discussion  before  a  decision  is 
reached.  Not  only  is  this  delegation  a  good  thing  from  your  Officers1 
point  of  view,  but  it  is  also  most  helpful  to  individual  ratepayers 
and  builders  in  that  they  do  not  have  to  wait  for  a  Committee  meeting 
before  a  decision  is  given  on  applications  which  are  of  a  straight¬ 
forward  nature o 

This  wise  decision  of  the  Planning  Committee  will  also  have  a 
more  far  reaching  effect  now  that  the  new  Building  Regulations  are 
in  operation.  The  Regulations  themselves  are  much  more  complex  than 
the  old  Building  Byelaws,  and  future  applications  for  approval  will 
require  much  more  detailed  study  before  approval  is  given, 
consequently,  any  action  which  will  have  the  effect  of  "speeding  up" 
the  approval  of  applications  is  to  be  highly  commended. 

The  appointment  of  a  Building  Inspector  in  the  Department  has 
done  much  to  improve  and  facilitate  Building  Control,  and  has  enabled 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  devote  more  time  to  their  public 
health  duties,  particularly  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963.  So  many  facets  of  the  Building  Regulations  are  co-related 
with  Housing  Inspections,  Improvement  Grants,  and  other  Public  Health 
duties,  that  the  control  of  these  together  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  enables  the  broader  pattern  to  emerge  in  relation  to  each 
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service,  and  is  to  the  benefit  of  ail  concerned. 

12.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  past  year  was  again  a  quiet  one  in  regard  to  Infectious 
Diseases  and  only  37  visits  were  made,  generally  of  a  routine  nature, 
by  your  Officers,  as  compared  with  15  visits  during  1965,  and  nothing 
of  note  occurred  to  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  Council’s  attention 
to  be  directed. 

Constant  vigilance  is  still  the  watchword  for  all  concerned  in 
the  prevention  of  disease,  and  I  would  again  stress  the  need  for  the 
highest  standards  of  personal  hygiene,  and  for  the  regular  washing 
of  hands  after  using  a  sanitary  convenience  and  before  handling  food, 
both  in  the  home  and  in  food  premises.  Many  u tummy”  upsets  would  be 
avoided  if  this  simple  exercise  was  regularly  practised. 

13.  CARAVANS 


The  three  private  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  area,  all 
situated  at  Market  Deeping,  continue  to  be  well  maintained,  and 
obviously  fulfill  a  need  in  an  area  where  the  demands  for  housing 
accommodation  are  the  highest.  The  sites  are  well  provided  with 
the  usual  amenities,  and  no  cause  for  complaint  regarding  their 
supervision  or  maintenance  arose  during  the  past  year. 

The  annual  fruit  pickers’  camp  at  Ring stone  Hill,  Rippingale, 
continues  to  be  watched  carefully  and  regularly  during  the  six 
weeks’  season  during  the  Summer,  and  the  continued  employment  of  a 
full  -time  Camp  Warden,  resident  on  the  site,  for  this  period,  has 
done  much  to  improve  matters „  No  complaints  were  received  last  year 
from  adjoining  farmers  of  fouling  of  fields,  hedgerows,  etc.,  and  it 
is  obvious  that  supervision  of  the  site  is  now  much  better  than  was 
the  case  in  previous  years  when  there  was  no  resident  Camp  Warden, 

I  am  still  hoping  that,  during  the  next  few  years,  the  farmer 
concerned  will  provide  water  closets  in  place  of  field  latrines,  or 
better  still,  that  fruit  picking  will  be  carried  out  by  machines, 
wiiich  will  render  the  influx  of  these  caravan  dwellers,  in  caravans 
of  all  shapes,  sizes  and  construction,  unnecessary  in  the  future, 

14.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAIIMAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  in 
the  Rural  District  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year,  the  total 
number  of  premises  registered  to  date,  and  the  number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a  general  inspection  during  the  year:- 
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Forty-nine  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises  during  the 
year,  and  an  additional  nine  visits  were  made  to  various  premises 
wixich  were  subsequently  found  to  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  Included  in  the  premises  visited  were  a  number  of 
catering  establishments  and  food  shops,  and  the  opportunity  was 
taken  of  carrying  out  inspections  thereat  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  and  action  was  also  taken  with  a  view  to  improvements 
being  carried  out  also  in  this  connection,. 

One  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963^  is  the  lack  of  a  statutory  standard  for  lighting, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will  introduce  a  statutory 
standard  in  this  respect  in  the  near,  future.  The  standard  of  lighting 
generally  in  shops  and  offices  in  the  district  is  not  as  good  as 
one  would  wish,  and  one  of  the  problems  found  in  regard  to  lighting 
is  that  what  may  be  considered  reasonable  for  a  person  with  very  good 
eye-sight  may  be  quite  inadequate  for  those  whose  eye-sight  is  not 
so  good* 

15.  STAFF 

One  of  the  problems  in  Environmental  Public  Health  work  is 
change  in  staff  which,  inevitably,  must  occur  when  younger  members 
of  the  technical  staff,  quite  naturally,  better  themselves  with 
promotion  and  increased  financial  reward,  with  another  local 
authority,  and  we  were  very  sorry  to  lose  the  services,  during  the 
year,  of  our  Senior  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  (Mr,  W,Je 
Vi  at son)  who  returned  to  his  native  Ireland,  Mr,  Watson  had  given 
six  years  solid  and  efficient  service  to  tuis  Council,  and  had 
gained  the  respect  of  the  many  people  with  whom  he  came  into  contact*. 
In  his  place,  in  July,  we  welcomed  Mr,  J,G,  Bower,  who  quickly 
showed  that  he  had  the  right  temperament  for  Public  Health  work, 
and,  will,  I  am  sure,  be  a  tower  of  strength  to  me  personally, 

Mr,  B.W,  Hyde  dealt  efficiently  and  enthusiastically  with  the  north 
and  west  areas  of  the  district,  and  Mr,  C,H,  Busby  has  proved  to  be 
a  most  valuable  ally  in  connection  with  the  practical  side  of 
Building  Control,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  cheerful  and 
most  efficient  way  in  which  Miss  J0  Rawlinson  carries  out  her  duties 
as  the  senior  “back  room11  girl,  and  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
preparation  and  printing  of  this  Report,  so  well  done  in  such  a  snort 
time.  Miss  P,  Wade,  with  her  quiet  efficiency,  has  fully  justified 
the  confidence  which  I  had  in  her  when  she  was  appointed. 


In  conclusion,  I  would  express  my  sincere  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  (Councillor  Dr,  J,A.  Galletly)  and  members 
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of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  confidence  and  support,  to 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr*  H.  Ellis  Smith),  a  true  friend, 
whose  helpful  understanding  and  advice  have  been  a  source  of  strength, 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  (Mr.  J0J.C.  Goulder)  for  his  sound  counsel 
on  many  occasions,  and  to  my  other  colleagues  on  the  Council's 
staff  for  the  courtesy  and  co-operation  so  freely  given  to  me  during 
another  busy  year0 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
lour  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  A.  CHI VERS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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